2023-2024 BSP#1 Group Time Discussion

(A) BEZMZERAEEH Questions for Studying and Understanding (10 minutes)
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Revelation uses images, symbols, and figurative language extensively.
Why doesn’t the author speak plainly? Rank the following explanations
based on their merits, from the greatest to the smallest.

a. So that only the wise people who understand the secrets underlying
the language can fully comprehend John’s prophetic message.

b. This way of writing was part of the literature and iconography of
both Jewish and Greco-Roman culture of the era in which
Revelation was written.

c. We demand “plain language” just because we are more literal in
our thinking than ancient peoples due to the influence of
technology and sciences.

d. Such images, symbols, and figurative language were
understandable only to the early Christians. Using them allowed
John to avoid political persecution.

e. John was unable to speak plainly.
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The futurist view, made mostly by evangelical Protestants and

fundamentalists, argues that the real meaning of Revelation will not make
sense until the end of time. According to this view, only believers studying
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Revelation at the end of history will truly understand the elements of the

vision John records. But if this view seems unreasonable, why did Jesus

urge watchfulness and ask his disciples to “judge the signs of the times”

(Mt.16:3, 25:13)?

a. Jesus is encouraging speculation and fortune-telling.

b. Being watchful for the signs of the times is a good way to satisfy our
curiosity.

c. Being watchful for the signs of the times will give us insider
knowledge.

d. Being watchful for the signs of the times will help us conduct our lives
in light of ultimate realities.

e. Jesus is asking us to watch out and be a good Christian at all times.

(B) A FEFIFEFIRYE H - Reflection and application question (15 minutes)
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The facilitator will lead the group members to go over the following questions:

a.

b.

e.

Were you a BSP participant in 2004-2005 when we studied the Book of Revelation for
the first time?

On a scale of 1 to 10, 1 being very unfamiliar, 10 being very familiar, how do you rank
yourself in terms of your familiarity with the Book of Revelation?

Name one theme of Revelation that you really like. Why do you think this theme is
important to you?

On ascale of 1 to 10, 1 being very confusing, 10 being very clear, how do you rank
your current understanding of Revelation?

On a scale of 1 to 10, 1 being not much, 10 being very much, what is your expectation
of how much you will benefit from studying Revelation in the next two years of BSP?

We encourage you to keep your answers to the above questions. When this program ends in
June 2025, we will revisit the same questions. At which time, you may want to compare your
answers to questions b/c/d now with your new answers and see whether and how they have
changed.



